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Relevance In the context of globalization educational migration 
has become a natural phenomenon. However, the general trend 
is characterized by the fact that most international students are 
young people who come from low-income countries to high-
income countries for study. The increase in the number of 
educational programs and grants expands opportunities for 
young people to study in foreign higher educational 
institutions. Young people participate in educational programs 
with the financial support of the state/grant or their parents. The 
consequences of educational migration are contradictory. At 
the individual level, studying in foreign higher educational 
institutions increases the competitiveness of a young person in 
the labor market. At the macro level, if a young person returns 
to their country after graduation, the sending country's human 
capital will increase. However, the failure of young people to 
return to home country after graduation leads to "brain drain", 
i.e. the outflow of human capital and, as a result, socio-
economic problems. Experience shows that most international 
students remain in the host country for various reasons, 
including Kazakhstani students. 

This study is aimed at understanding the whole process 
of development of migration motives among Kazakhstani 
youth. It is planned to study the motivations of migration based 
not only on socio-economic differences between the country of 
study and Kazakhstan (macro level) but also based on meso 
and micro level factors and reasons. In addition, the influence 
of opportunities and limitations of young people on migration 
motives will be analyzed. Special attention will be paid not 
only to the youth migration decision itself, but also to the 
process of making that decision. More specifically, to study 
how factors affecting migration become a "force" that 
determines whether Kazakhstani youth stay abroad or return to 
the country after graduation a foreign educational institution. 

 
Goal The purpose of the project is to create a measurement 

scale for the motives of international educational migration of 
Kazakhstani youth and to design an incentive strategy aimed at 
minimizing the risks of non-return migration. 

 
Tasks - Development of the author's rationale for the study of 

migration motives of Kazakhstani youth based on the analysis of 
modern advanced scientific research and conclusions about 
migration. The author's rationale for the study of migration 
motives, considering the peculiarities of our country and the youth 
of Kazakhstan, makes it possible to create a research methodology 
that meets international requirements. 

- Analysis of international policies, programs and 
strategies to deeply understand innovative practices in regulating 
youth migration. Based on this analysis recommendations for 
improving the national policy in regulating youth migration will 
be developed by identifying best practices. 

- Study the dynamics of influence and change of socio-
economic, demographic, political, cultural factors, attitudes, 



opportunities and limitations affecting emigration from 
Kazakhstan. Such an analysis allows to identify macro, meso and 
micro-level causes of non-returning migration among youth and to 
organize a set of activities aimed at reducing their prerequisites. 

- Conducting questionary among high school students who 
are planning to study abroad to understand the process and factors 
of formation of educational migration motives of the youth of 
Kazakhstan. 

- Conducting interview among Kazakhstani students 
studying abroad to assess changes in migration motives during 
study abroad. 

- Conducting in-depth interviews among graduates of 
foreign higher education institutions to determine the 
implementation of the decision on migration and the prerequisites 
for non-returning migration. 

- Develop a measurement scale for young people's 
migration motives based on comprehensive sociological study that 
includes qualitative and quantitative methods among high school 
students, foreign university students and foreign university 
graduates. 

- Development of guidelines for the control and regulation 
of international educational migration of Kazakhstani youth and 
design of an incentive strategy aimed at minimizing the risk of 
non-return migration based on the analysis of best practices in the 
world and conducting comprehensive sociological research. 

 
Expected and Achieved Results • Сonceptual framework for studying the migration motives 

of Kazakhstani youth. Development of empirical indicators. 
• Systematized classification of the socio-economic and 

demographic effects of international migration of Kazakhstani 
youth. 

• Determining the degree of influence of global migration on 
the migration processes of Kazakhstani youth. 

• Classification of factors influencing emigration from 
Kazakhstan. Determining the influence of the environment and 
foreign universities on the migration motives of Kazakhstani 
youth. 

• Development of a scale for measuring youth migration 
motives. 

• Identification of a model of innovative practices in 
regulating youth migration. 

• Development of an algorithm for the formation of youth 
migration motives. 

• Identification of motives for returning to the country and 
staying abroad, the implementation of migration decisions, and the 
preconditions for irreversible migration. 

• Development of a classification of preconditions and 
motives for irreversible migration. 

• Designing a strategy and mechanism of incentives aimed 
at minimizing the risk of irreversible migration. 
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