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Evaluation Report on the Doctoral Dissertation
«\Water Security in Political Discourses of Central
Asia: understanding, problematization, solution”,
authored by Ms. Zhaniya Khaibulina.

This evaluation report provides an analytical and critical assessment of the doctoral
dissertation entitled “Water Security in Political Discourses of Central Asia: understanding,
problematization, solution”, submitted by Zhaniya Khaibulina in the field of International
Relations, under the guide of Prof. Umbetaliyeva Tolganay Budenovna. The dissertation
explores the multifaceted concept of water security from geopolitical, environmental, and
international cooperation perspectives. It aims to contribute to the academic discourse on
transboundary water management and the political mechanisms required to ensure
sustainable and equitable access 10 water resources. The following sections assess the
work according to key doctoral standards, including the significance of the topic,
methodological rigor, scientific novelty, and overall conformity to academic requirements.

1. Importance of the Topic

The topic of water safety is of criticalimportance in the contemporary global agenda. Given
the growing pressures of climate change, population growth, and geopolitical competition
over freshwater resources, the dissertation’s focus on water safety and security is timely
and highly relevant. Within the field of International Relations, the study provides an
essential bridge between environmental policy and international diplomacy. It aligns with
global priorities outlined in the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 6 -
Clean Water and Sanitation) and contributes to debates on environmental security and
sustainable development. The research problem is clearly defined, and the rationale for
addressing transboundary water challenges demonstrates a well-grounded understanding
of both theoretical and practical significance.

| had the opportunity to publish one Scopus article with her and prepare other works on
such topic, as she offered to me the possibility to use her research with “boots on the
terrain” on the problems related to water management at the Aral Sea districts in
Kazakhstan.

2. Reliability, Validity, and Novelty of Scientific Findings

The dissertation is methodologically rigorous, combining qualitative and guantitative
approaches appropriate to research in International Relations: The author employs a
comparative analysis of regional and international frameworks governing water
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management, supported by empirical data drawn from case studies in Central Asia and
other relevant contexts. The research methods are explicitly stated and justified, ensuring
transparency and reliability. The validity of the findings is enhanced through triangulation of
data sources, including governmental reports, international organization documents, and
scholarly publications. Furthermore, the originality of the work lies in its synthesis of
security studies, environmental governance, and international cooperation, offering a novel
framework for analyzing water diplomacy as an element of global security architecture.

The combination of figures, data, surveys with studies and reports, that mix between
quantitative and qualitative data, is extremely necessary in such a sensitive topic, even
more if itis roughly compulsory to offer some predictions for the foreseeable future.

3. Scientific and Practical Importance of the Findings

The dissertation makes a significant contribution to the theoretical and practical
understanding of water security within the discipline of International Relations.
Theoretically, it advances the concept of 'water diplomacy’ by integrating environmental
security paradigms with geopolitical risk analysis. Practically, the author offers policy
recommendations that are applicable to multilateral institutions, regional organizations,
and national governments engaged in transboundary water cooperation. The findings have
potential to inform both academic research and policy design in sustainable resource
management, conflict prevention, and international development. The dissertation’s
interdisciplinary orientation strengthens its value to practitioners, especially in regions
where water scarcity intersects with political instability and socio-economic vulnerability.

4. Possible Improvements

While the dissertation demonstrates a high level of scholarly quality, several areas could be
further enhanced to strengthen its impact. First, the theoretical discussion could benefit
from a more detailed engagement with emerging literature on climate adaptation
governance and ecological diplomacy. Second, the empirical section could include a
broader comparative perspective, incorporating additional case studies from regions such
as Africa or the Middle East to generalize the findings. Third, greater attention to the
limitations of the data sources—especially regarding governmental statistics—would
enhance methodological transparency. Finally, the visual presentation of data could be
improved through the inclusion of maps or diagrams to illustrate transboundary water
networks and institutional linkages.

5. Conformity to General Doctoral Dissertation Standards

The dissertation fully meets the established academic and methodological standards for a
doctoral degree in International Relations. It demonstrates a clear research objective, a
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well-structured argument, and consistent alignment between theoretical premises and
empirical analysis. The literature review is comprehensive and up-to-date, reflecting deep
engagement with both classical and contemporary sources. The author applies appropriate
citation and referencing conventions, adhering to academic integrity requirements. The
writing style is formal, coherent, and logically organized, which facilitates readability and
scholarly communication. The dissertation meets or exceeds the general expectations of
doctoral-level research in both form and content.

6. Weaknesses

Despite its strengths, several weaknesses merit acknowledgment. Some parts of the
argument could be streamlined to improve logical flow and reduce repetition; thisis a quite
common “error” in Thesis dissertations, as it is necessary to clarify the same idea in several
chapters of the work. Additionally, while the dissertation discusses international
cooperation extensively, it could engage more critically with opposing viewpoints and policy
failures in past water diplomacy initiatives. Nevertheless, these weaknesses do not
undermine the overall quality of the work but indicate directions for future research and

refinement.

In conclusion, Zhaniya Khaibulina’s dissertation "Water Safety' represents a valuable and
original contribution to the field of International Relations. It successfully integrates
theoretical analysis with practical policy implications, demonstrating both scholarly
competence and a strong awareness of global challenges related to water security. The
dissertation meets the core requirements of doctoral research and provides a solid
foundation for further academic and professional endeavors in international environmental
policy and security studies.
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Manpun, 23 oxts6ps 2025 .
IIpodeccopy Ymberanuesoii Tonranait Bynenoswe,

Wmero 4ecTs mpencTaBHTh Ha CIENYIOMMX CTPAHMIAX CBOM OT3BIB IIO JUCCEPTAllMd Ha TeMy
«BogHas 06e30macHOCTE B MOJMHTHYECKHX auckypcax lleHTpambHON A3suu: NDOHHMaHWe,
npo6yeMaTH3allus, PELIeHHE) 38 aBTOPCTBOM I'-3ku YKanuu XaibynuHO#.

Hanerocs, 4to 3akmouenme OyzeT monesHo s YCHEHIHOH 3aIllUTHl €€ IHUCCEPTalMU nepen
KOMHCCHEIH.

C yBaxenuem,

/IToonucw/

AHTOHHO AJIOHCO MAPKOC, JOKTOp dunocoduun
JloneHT kadeapsl MOIATONOTHA

Calle Julian Romea, 20

Manpun, 28003, UCITAHUS

aalonso@ceu.es
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O13bIB 0 JoKTOpCKOM Auccepramuu «BogHasi (6e30macHOCTh B MOJMHTHYECKHX THCKYPC:
IlenTpanbHOl A3WM: MOHMMaHHeE, NMPOOJeMAaTH3AlMs, pelIeHHE», 3a aBTOpcTBOM JKaHi
Xaiioy1uHoi.

B HacTosileM OLIEHOYHOM OT3BIBE JAETCs AHATUTHYECKas W KPUTHYECKas OLEHKa JOKTOPCK(
Juccepranuy Ha TeMy «BopHas 6e30macHOCTh B MOMUTHYECKMX MUCKypcax LleHTpambHOU A3m
NOHUMaHUe, NpoblieMaTH3anus, peleHue», npenacraBienHoi JKanweit XaitGynuHoit B obmac
MEXIyHApOJHBIX OTHOLIGHHH TIOA pPYKOBOACTBOM mpodeccopa YmberamueBoit Tomra:
BynenoBHsbl. JluccepTaius paccMaTpHBacT MHOTOTPaHHYIO KOHIENIIHIO BOAHOM 0€30macHOCTH
TOYKH 3PEHHUS TICONOJMTUKH, SKOJOTMH M MEXIYHApOIHOro coTpyaHmdyecTBa. OHa mpu3Ba
BHECTH BKJAJ B aKaJIEeMHUYECKUH JUCKYpC IO BOIIPOCAM YTPABJIECHUS TPAHCTPAHUYHBIMHU BOIHBIN
pecypcaMH M TIOJIMTHYECKHX MEXaHWU3MOB, HEOOXOMUMBIX M OOeCIe4eHHs IKOJIOrHYeC
palMOHAIBHOTO ¥ PaBHOIPABHOIO JOCTYIa K BOAHBIM pecypcaM. B cienyrommux pasgenax pabo
OIICHHMBAaeTCS IO KIIOYEBHIM JOKTOPCKMM CTaHJapTaM, BKJIIOYas aKTyaJlbHOCTH TEM
METOJOJIOTHYECKYIO CTPOTOCTh, HAy4YHYIO HOBH3HY H 0O0Ilee COOTBETCTBHE aKaJIeMHYECKE
TpeOOBaHHUSM.

1. AKTyaJILHOCTDb TEMbI

Tema 6e30macHOCTH BOIHBIX PECYpPCOB MMEET Ba)kKHEHIee 3HAYeHHE B COBPEMEHHOM TII00albH(
IIOBECTKE [HS. YYHTBIBas DaCTyllee [aBICHUE, CBS3aHHOE C H3MEHEHHEM KJIMMaTa, POCT(
HAaCeJICHWs] M TEONOIMTHYECKOM KOHKYpPEHITMEH 3a IIPECHOBOAHEIE PECypChHI, HalpaBlICHHOC
JIUccepTalyuy Ha 6€30IacHOCTh BOJHBIX PECYPCOB SIBIIIETCS CBOEBPEMEHHOM U KpaiHe aKTyalIbHC
B o6mactu MeXTyHApOAHBIX OTHOILICHWH HCCIELOBAaHWE CIIY)KUT Ba)XKHBIM CBSI3YIOIIMM 3BEH(
MEXAYy OKOJOIMYECKOM IIOJIMTUKON M MEXIyHaponHo# muminomatuedt. OHO COOTBETCTBY
rJ00aNbHBIM NIPHOPUTETaM, H3NIOKeHHBIM B Llensx ycroitumBoro pasutess OOH (IIYP (uenm
obnacTu ycroiuuBoro pa3sutus) 6 — Uucras Boja ¥ CaHHUTapHsl), © BHOCHT BKIax B 00CYyXaeH
BOIIPOCOB 3KOJIOTMYECKOM 6€30IMacHOCTH U yCTOWYHBOrO pa3BuTHs. MccnenoBaTensckas mpooie!
YEeTKO OImpezesieHa, a 000CHOBaHME pemieHus npobieM, CBA3aHHBIX C TPAHCTPAHUIHBIMH BOIaM
JEMOHCTPUPYET I'TyOOKOe MOHUMaHHE KaK TEOPETUYECKOM, TaK U MPAKTUYECKOM 3SHAUUMOCTH.

VY MeHs 6bpUTa BO3MOXHOCTH OITyOJIHMKOBAaTh ONHY CTAaThIO B Scopus C aBTOPOM JAMCCEPTALUH
IOATrOTOBUTH Jpyrue paboTHI IO 3TOH TeMe, MOCKOJBKY OHA IpEIIOXKHIa MHE BO3MOXKHOC
HCIIONIB30BaTh €€ MCCIEIOBaHM 10 IpobiieMaM, CBSI3aHHBIM C YIIPaBICHHEM BOAHBIME pecypcar
B paifoHax Apansckoro Mopsi B Kazaxcrane ¢ nmpenMyImecTBOM npeOBIBaHMs HEOCPEICTBEHHO
MECTHOCTH.

2. HapexHoCTb, 000CHOBAHHOCThL M HOBH3HA HAYYHBIX Pe3yJIbTATOB

Juccepranus OTIMYaeTCs CTPOrof METOAOJIOTHEH, COUETAOIIEH KaYeCTBEHHEBIE H KOJTHYECTBEHH]
HOAXOMBI, XapaKTepHbIE Ui WCCIECOBaHUN B 001acTH MEXAYHApOIHBIX OTHOLIEHWH. ABT
HCIIONIE3YE€T CpPABHMTENBHBI aHaNM3 PETHOHANBHBIX U MEXAYHapOIHBIX CHCTEM YIIPaBIICH
BOJHBIMH PECYpCaMH,
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MOIKPEIUIEHHBIA SMIIMPUYECKHMMHU JaHHBIMH, MOJYYCHHBIMH M3 TEMAaTHYECKHX MCCIECIOBAHHU B
LlenTpansHOif A3MM M JOPYrHX COOTBETCTBYIOLUIMX KOHTEKCTaX. METONBI HCCIICIOBAHHUS YETKO
chopMynupoBaHEI M OOOCHOBaHBI, 4YTO OOECIEYHBAET MPO3PAYHOCTH M  HANEKHOCTD.
OGOCHOBaHHOCTH PpE3yJIBTATOB IIOBBINIAETCS OJlarofaps TPHAHTYISIMH MCTOYHHKOB JAaHHEIX,
BKJIIOYas IPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIC OTYETHI, JOKYMEHTBHI MEXIYHAapOIHBIX OpraHH3alldii W Hay4YHbIE
ny6mukanuu. KpoMe TOro, OpUrHHaIbHOCTH paGOTHI 3aKIIOYacTcsi B CHHTE3€ WCCIIEIOBAHMM
0e30macHOCTH, YIpaBICHHS OXPaHOU OKpYXXAIOLIEH CPENBl U MEXTyHApOAHOTO COTPYIHHYECTBA,
4TO IpeJUlaracT HOBYIO paMKy [UIS aHaiM3a BOJHOM JWIUIOMAaTHH KakK 3JEMEHTa apXHUTEKTyphI
r100aIbHOM 6€30IaCHOCTH.

Coueranve nudp, NaHHBIX, OIIPOCOB C HCCIIEJOBAHUSIMU M OTYETAMH, B KOTOPHIX MEPEILICTAIOTCS
KOJIMYECTBEHHBIE ¥ KAUYECTBEHHBIE JaHHbBIE, KpalilHe HEOOXOOUMO B TaKOM JEIMKATHOM TeMe, TeM
Gonee, ecnmm HeoOXOMMMO INpeIaraTh Kakue-THOO IPakTHYECKHE MPOTHO3BI HA 0603pHMOE
Oymy1iee.

3. Hayunoe ¥ IpaKkTHYeCcKOe 3HAYEHHUE PE3yILTATOB

Huccepranys BHOCHT 3HAYUTENBHBIM BKJIAJ B TEOPETHIECKOE M IPAKTHIECKOE IIOHMMAHKE BOTHOMN
0e30macHOCTH B paMKaX JHCIHUILIMHBL « MeXITyHapoAHBIE OTHOMICHHS». B TeOpeTHdecKoM IIaHe
OHa pPa3BMBACT KOHICMIIMIO «BOJAHOW IUIJIOMaTHH», HMHTETPUPYS IapaJuIMbl 3KOJIOIMYECKOM
0e30acHOCTH ¢ aHATM30M TEONONMTHYECKUX PHCKOB. Ha IpakTMKe aBTOp IIpeiIaraet
TOJIMTUYECKUE PEKOMEHIANNH, IPUMEHIMBIE K MHOTOCTOPOHHHM YUPEXIECHHSM, PErMOHAIBHBIM
OpraHM3al¥sM W HAlHMOHAIBHBIM IIPaBHTEIBCTBAM, YYAaCTBYIOIIMM B TPAHCTPAHHYHOM BOIHOM
COTPyAHUYECTBE. Pe3ynbTaThl HCCIENOBaHHMSA MOTYT OBITH WCIONB30BaHBI KaK B HAyYHBIX
MCCIIEIOBaHMUX, TaK U IIPU pa3paboTKe MONMTHKM B 06JIACTH YCTOWYMBOrO YIIPABJICHHUS PECYPCaMH,
NpeNOTBPAINEHAS  KOHQIMKTOB M  MEXAYHapOJHOTO  DasBHUTHA.  MEXIMCIUIUTAHAPHAS
HallpaBI€HHOCTh AUCCEPTAIUH MMOBLIMIAET €€ IEHHOCTH VIS CIIENHAMCTOB-IPAaKTHKOB, OCOGEHHO B
peruoHax, rae AeHIUT BOIBI COYETACTCS C IOJMTHYECKOM HECTaOMIBHOCTHIO M COIHAIBHO-
5KOHOMMYECKOH YSI3BUMOCTHIO.

4. Bo3MoxkHbI€ YJIy4II€HUS

XotTs pmuccepTands IEMOHCTPHPYET COOTBETCTBHE BBICOKOMY YDOBHIO HAay4HOTO CTaHAApTa,
HEKOTOPBIC aCIeKThI TPEOYIOT NanbHeHmell pa3paboTKH 1isl yCHIIEHHS €€ IPaKTHYECKOTO BIMSHAAL.
Bo-mepBrIX, TeopeTudeckoe oOCY)XIeHHe MOIJIO GBI BEIATPaTh OT Gojee noApoOHOTrO H3yUYEeHHS
HOBEIX paboT 10 yIpaBIEHHIO afanTal¥ell K M3MEHEHHIO KITUMaTa | SKOJOTHYECKOM TUIIOMATHH.
Bo-BTOpBIX, sMnupHYecKuil pasfen Mor Obl BKIIOYaTh Goliee IMMPOKHi CPaBHUTEIbHBINA aHAIH3,
BKJIIO4asl JOIOJIHUTEIILHBIC MCCIIEN0OBaHNS U3 TaKUX PETHOHOB, Kak Adpuka u Bmmxuumit BocTok,
anst o6oOwIeHus pe3yNbTaToB HCCIEAOBaHWH. B-TpeTbux, 6ojlee NpPHCTAIbHOS BHHMAHHE K
OrpaHH4YC€HHOCTH HMCTOYHUKOB JAaHHBIX, OCOOEHHO B OTHOLICHWH IOCYJApCTBEHHOW CTAaTHCTHKH,
IOBBICHIIO OBl METOJOJIOTHYECKYIO MPO3PavyHOCTb. HakKoHeN, MOXHO YIydINHTh BH3yalbHOE
NPEICTAaBICHHE NAaHHBIX, BKIIOYUB KapThl WM JHArpaMMB], WILTIOCTPHUPYIOIME TPAHCTPaHUYHbIE
BOJHBIE CETH U MHCTHUTYIIHOHAIBHBIE CBSI3H.

S. CooTBeTCTBHE 0GMMM CTAHAAPTAM AOKTOPCKOH AHCCEPTAINMHA

Huccepranys MOJHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBYET YCTAHOBICHHBIM aKaIEMHUYECKMM W METOIMYECKHM
CTaHJapTaM, NPEAbABISACMBIM K JOKTOPCKOH CTENEHH IO MEXAYyHApOAHEIM OTHOmEHHAM. OHa
JEMOHCTPHUPYET YETKYIO HCCIIENOBATENBCKYIO LEND,
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YEeTKO CTPYKTYPHUPOBaHHYIO apryMEHTAalldI0 M COIVIACOBAHHOE COYETAaHHE TEOPETHYEC]
NPEeANOCEUIOK M SMIHMpHYecKoro axammsa. OO630p JHTEpaTyphl SBJIAETCS BCEOOBEMITIOMIMM
aKTyaJIbHBIM, OTpaXalOIUM TIIy0OKOe H3ydYeHHe KaK KIaCCHYECKHX, TaK H COBPEMEHH
HCTOYHUKOB. ABTOp IPUMEHSET COOTBETCTBYIOIIUE TPaBUjIa MATHPOBAHUS U O(POPMIIEHHUS CChLI
cobmonas TpeGOBaHUS aKAIEMHYECKOM H06pOCOBECTHOCTH. CTUNb HU3IOKEHHS OQHIMAIBHI
TIOCJIEIOBATENbHBI M JIOTHYECKH OpPraHW30BaHHEBIM, 4YTO OOECHeYHMBaeT yA000YMTAEMOCTE
BO3MOXHOCTh Hay4HOTro oOMeHa uH(popmaruei. Jluccepranus COOTBETCTBYET OOIIMM OXXKHIAEM
pe3yJibTaTaM HCCIeOBaHUs IOKTOPCKOTO YPOBHS, Kak 1O (opMe, TaKk M IO COAEPKAHHK
IPEBOCXOINT HX.

6. Cnabbie cTOPOHBI

HecmoTpst Ha cuibHBIE CTOPOHBI, CIEXYyEeT OTMETHTh M psl HeAmocTatkoB. Hekoropele wal
apryMeHTallil MOXHO ObUIO OBl YHOPSIOYUTH, YTOOBI YJIYYIIUTH JIOTHYECKYIO CBSI3HOCTE
COKpaTHTh IIOBTOPHI; 3TO JOBOJIBHO PacIpOCTpaHEHHas «OIMHOKa» B JHCCEPTAIMIX, MOCKOI
OJHY H Ty XK€ UJICI0 IIPUXOJUTCS Pa3biACHATH B HECKOJIBKHX IJIaBax paOoTHL

Kpowme Toro, XoTs B quccepTalii IIMPOKO 00CYXIAeTCA MEXIyHAPOTHOE COTPYIHUYIECTBO, aB’
Mor Obl Oosiee TINATENBHO M3YYUTh IPOTHBOIONOXHBIE TOYKH 3PEHHS W HEyIadHBIE M€
IPOIUTBIX HHUIIMATHUB B 00J1aCTH BOAHON AuIuioMaTHu. TeM He MeHee, IIepeunCIICHHbIE HEI0CTa
HE CKa3bIBAIOTCS OTPUIIATENIFHO Ha 00IeM KadecTBe paboThl, a JIUIIb YKa3bIBAlOT HAIIPABICHHUS ;
OyayImMx McceIOBaHUMi U COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUS.

B 3akmogeHue cienyer oTMeTUTh, 9To nuccepranus JKanuu XaitOymuHoi « BoaHas 6e3omacHoc
IpeACTaBIgeT COOOM IEHHBIM M OpUTHMHAIBHBIA BKIan B OONACTH H3y4YEHUS MEXITYyHapOIE
otHomeHu#. OHa yCIEIHO COYETaeT TEOPETUYECKHM aHAlU3 C NMPAKTHYECKHMH BHIBOJAMH ,
3KOHOMHYECKOH IOJMTHKM, AEMOHCTPUPYS KaK Hay4YHyI0 KOMIIETEHTHOCTb, TaKk H IJIy0o
NOHMMaHKWE IJIO00aNbHBIX IIpo0OieM, CBS3aHHBIX C BOJHOM Oe3zomacHocThIO. JlHccepral
COOTBETCTBYET OCHOBHBIM TpeOOBaHMSIM IOKTOPCKOM MUCCEpTallMd M 3aKIa[bIBAET IIPOYH
OCHOBY Ul JAJIbHEHIINX aKaJeMHYeCKHX M MNpo(eCCHOHAIBHBIX HCCIEHOBaHUN B 00Ia
MEXKyHapOJHOM IOJUTHKH B 00JIaCTH OKPYKArOIIe# cpesl U 6e30MacHOCTH.

/TToonucw/
AHTOHHMO AJIOHCO MAPKOC, noktop dhunocodun
aalonso@ceu.es




